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all across America, and we’re using you as a
model.

Now let me say that there’s one official reason
we’re all out here on this windy day, and that
is that I am here to take the next step in the
official transition of this Air Force base to the
central Louisiana community by formally pre-
senting the deed for 165 acres of the base to
Jim Meyer. So I’d like to ask him to come
up here and let me present the deed. Mr.
Meyer?

Here it is. It is now yours.

Mr. Meyer. Thank you.
The President. Thank you again. God bless

you. It’s great to see you. I’ve had a great day.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at the
England Air Park. In his remarks, he referred to
Mayor Ned Randolph of Alexandria; Mayor Fred
Baden of Pineville; and Jim Meyer, chairman,
England Economic and Industrial Development
District.

Remarks on the 1997 Budget and an Exchange With Reporters
March 19, 1996

The President. I need a lot of help today.
[Laughter] Please be seated.

Good afternoon. Today I am presenting to
Congress and the American people my budget
for fiscal year 1997. This detailed budget plan
invests in our people and balances the budget
in 7 years.

The budget continues the economic strategy
that I put in place when I took office of Presi-
dent. Three years ago our economy was drifting
and our deficit was exploding. In the 12 years
before I became President the deficit had sky-
rocketed and the national debt had quadrupled.
I was determined that our Nation must change
course and once again provide growth and op-
portunity for the American people. So we cut
the deficit. We invested in education and train-
ing. We opened foreign markets to our goods
and services through tough trade agreements.
We shrank and reformed our Government so
that it now has the smallest work force in 30
years but is still capable of performing essential
functions necessary to the well-being and the
growth of the American people.

The American economy has turned around.
It is now poised for sustained growth. Thanks
to the ingenuity and hard work of the American
people, our Nation has created 8.4 million jobs.
We have the lowest combined rate of unemploy-
ment, inflation, and home mortgage rates in 27
years. Exports are up dramatically, to an all-
time high. Key industries from autos to semi-
conductors once again lead the world. And just
yesterday the World Economic Forum said that

for the third year in a row the American econ-
omy was the world’s most productive. In addi-
tion to that, it’s worth noting that in the last
couple of years wages have started rising for
the first time in a decade. And as compared
with 4 years ago, when only 20 percent of the
new jobs paid above average wages, in 1995
over 55 percent of the new jobs paid above
average wages.

But there is more to do. We must press on.
The most important thing we can do to keep
our economy growing is to finish the job of
balancing the budget in a way that reflects our
values. In 1992 I pledged to cut the deficit
in half and to continue cutting it after that.
We are cutting the deficit in half. I’m proud
to say that my 1997 budget is the first budget
presented by a President of either party in near-
ly two decades to come to balance using the
numbers of both Congress and the executive
branch.

It cuts unnecessary spending in hundreds of
Government programs. It reforms welfare, put-
ting in place a system that ends welfare as we
know it and moves more people from welfare
to work. It honors our values by protecting
Medicare and Medicaid and investing in our
future through education and the environment.
It closes corporate loopholes and cuts taxes for
working families and small businesses. Most im-
portant, this is the second year of the plan I
presented to the American people to balance
the budget in 7 years. This budget underscores
my personal determination; we will balance the
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budget. The best way for that to happen is for
Congress and I to work together.

In the coming weeks, we must seize the op-
portunity we now have to give the American
people a moment of real bipartisan achievement.
Over the last several months I have worked
closely with the bipartisan congressional leader-
ship. We have spent hours and hours together
in serious and productive discussions. The con-
gressional leaders and I have identified $700
billion in savings common to both our plans.
That is more than enough to balance the budget
in 7 years and to provide a tax cut.

I am ready to work with the leaders of Con-
gress to finish the job. Toward that end, I have
invited the bipartisan congressional leadership
to meet with me tomorrow at the White House.
I will urge them to address our pressing national
concerns: balancing the budget, welfare reform,
the Kennedy-Kassebaum health care bill, the
antiterrorism legislation. And we’ll also discuss
the prospects for progress on all these areas

in the weeks ahead. We have to meet our com-
mon obligation to act on our urgent national
priorities. We should enact a balanced budget
and we should do it now, not after the Novem-
ber election, not after the political season, not
later, but now. The American people deserve
nothing less. It is the right thing to do.

Now I’d like to call on the Vice President
to discuss some of the priorities in the budget
that we are pursuing consistent with our strat-
egy. And then others will come forward to brief
you on other aspects of the budget.

Mr. Vice President.

[At this point, the Vice President made remarks.]

Q. Mr. President, have you heard from the
congressional leaders?

The President. We’re going to meet tomorrow.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Remarks to the National Center for Tobacco-Free Kids
March 20, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you, Alan. And
I want to thank the Lung Association, the Heart
Association, the Cancer Society, all the physi-
cians who are here today with the various med-
ical groups. Dr. Bristow, it’s good to see you.
And I thank all of you for being here.

I thank Secretary Shalala and Commissioner
Kessler and CDC Director David Satcher for
their leadership. I want to thank someone who
is not here but who had a lot to do with this
effort—I thank the Vice President, who lost his
own beloved sister to lung cancer, for his
strength and leadership in this endeavor.

Normally, I don’t think the people of America
should give the President an award for anything,
because the President’s job is award enough.
It is an uncommon gift with a great responsi-
bility. But to tell you the truth, I’m kind of
tickled about this today, because I admired, in-
deed I loved, Mike Synar very much. He was
a good man and a brave man who gave the
rest of us a great deal of energy and hope and
direction. And our country could do with a few
more like him, people that just rear back and

stand up and do the right thing. And if it doesn’t
work out, they just laugh and go on and don’t
expect any kind of a blue ribbon or award at
the end of the day.

When I gave the State of the Union Address
and spoke about the challenges facing our coun-
try as we move into the next century, I said,
and I repeat, that our first challenge—not the
Government, the people’s first challenge—is to
strengthen our families and cherish all our chil-
dren and give every single one of our young
people the childhood that he or she deserves.
One of the most important things we can do
in meeting that challenge is to protect our chil-
dren from what is rapidly becoming the single
greatest threat to their health: cigarette smoking
and tobacco addition.

This is, like other challenges, as Secretary
Shalala so eloquently said, a challenge we have
to meet together. To be sure, Government has
a role to play. I want to acknowledge the pres-
ence of two other Members of Congress here
today who stood shoulder to shoulder with Mike
Synar, our good friend Congressman Dick Dur-
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